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Vivalon, the San Rafael organi-
zation formerly known as Whis-
tlestop, has named a veteran non-
profit leader as its new chief exec-
utive.

The move comes as a key mo-
ment for the organization, which 
serves older and disabled adults. 
Construction is expected to begin 
this year on the nonprofit’s new 
campus in downtown San Rafael.

“It’s exciting that there is so 
much that we’re doing right now,” 
said Anne Grey, 55, of Larkspur, 
the new chief executive. “During 
COVID, we’ve pivoted Vivalon to 
virtual programs, expanded food 
services, just really being able to 
rise to the occasion — meeting the 
needs of the community.”

Grey began her new role last 

week working alongside retiring 
chief executive Joe O’Hehir, who 
is exiting the organization after 12 
years. His last day is Feb. 28.

“It may appear like there’s a lot 
of change, but in truth, we’re still 
doing what we’ve always done,” 
O’Hehir said. “Our commitment 
will never change. We will always 
be Marin’s hub for healthy aging.”

Grey has nearly three decades 
of experience in nonprofit leader-
ship and health care advocacy. She 
has worked as the executive direc-
tor at the Alzheimer’s Association 
Orange County chapter and as vice 
president at Pancreatic Cancer Ac-
tion Network in Southern Califor-
nia.

“I’ve been so engaged by the ex-
citement of the board,” Grey said. 
“Joe’s willingness to introduce me 
to the community will help Viva-
lon into the future in a very strong 

way.”
During his tenure, O’Hehir led 

Whistlestop’s growth into a $12 
million nonprofit with more than 
400 employees and volunteers 
serving more than 14,000 people 
in Marin, San Francisco and So-
noma counties.

The nonprofit might be best 
known for its transportation ser-
vice through its partnership with 
Marin Access, Marin Transit and 
Golden Gate Transit. It also sup-
plies medical rides and private 
shuttles.

Rides dropped by 25% as the 
pandemic took hold. The agency 
typically provides about 10,000 
rides a month, O’Hehir said.

The organization’s other ser-
vices — such as meals, grocery de-
liveries, check-in calls, mask pro-
duction, classes and social connec-
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Joe O’Hehir, the outgoing chief executive of Vivalon, looks over a model of the new downtown campus with 
his successor Anne Grey at the nonprofit’s headquarters in San Rafael on Thursday. 
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BioMarin, another part-
ner in the project, will be 
constructing two 72-foot of-
fice buildings on the site over 
the next six to 10 years.

Paul Castro, a Vivalon 
board member and the leader 
of the CEO search committee, 
said O’Hehir has been an ex-
traordinary leader.

“He had a vision of where 

he thought the nonprofit 
could go and meet the needs 
of an aging population,” Cas-
tro said.

Castro said Grey, as a pros-
pect for the job, “checked all 
the boxes.”

“She has a strong record 
of management, under-
stands community engage-
ment, knows how to fund-

raise,” he said. “She has a 
strategic view of the world.”

Thomas Peters, president 
and chief executive at the 
Marin Community Founda-
tion, a major financial sup-
porter of Vivalon, said it pro-
vides “an essential, creative 
and valuable service.”

“They have done so for not 
only years, but decades,” he 
said.

The nonprof it was 
founded in 1954 as the 
Marin Senior Coordinating 
Council. It became known 
as Whistlestop in 1969 after 
it began serving Marin with 
specialized transportation.

The organization changed 
its name last year in a re-
branding effort, but the 
Whistlestop name will still 
be associated with the non-
profit. The transportation 
department is adopting the 
name Vivalon Rides, while 
Marin Access Paratransit 
will continue to be operated 
by Whistlestop.
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tion programs — increased 
by 50%, he said.

Work is underway to 
break ground this year on 
the campus at 999 Third St. 
Vivalon hopes to get permits 
in place by March to start 
construction on its portion 
of the project, a six-story 
building reaching 70 feet in 
height, O’Hehir said.

Vivalon plans to operate 
a senior center on the first 
two floors of the building, 
while its partner, the real 
estate firm Eden Housing, 
will own and operate the 67 
apartments designated for 
low-income seniors on the 
four floors above.

The senior center is set to 
include medical facilities, a 
cafe and meeting rooms. Viv-
alon plans to offer classes 
and activities at the center.
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Anne Grey, the newly appointed chief executive of Vivalon, 
works in her office in San Rafael on Thursday. 
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